
 

Activities and Experiences in Hamilton & Waikato 

 
Hobbiton Movie Set 
Discover the real Middle-earth on the most picturesque private farmland near Matamata in the North Island of New 
Zealand, where you can visit the Hobbiton Movie Set from The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit film trilogy in a 
fascinating two-hour guided tour. The set has been completely rebuilt and can be seen as it appeared in the films. 
The Green Dragon Inn is now open and is a special feature of the tours. All tours groups visit the inn as part of their 
tour and receive a complimentary refreshment. 
www.hobbitontours.com  
50 mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
 
 
Discover Waitomo 
Experience the world famous Waikato Glowworm Caves, formed over 30 million years ago with their majestic and 
ornate cave decorations, the deep limestone shaft known as the Tomo and the equally magnificent Cathedral 
Cavern. Enjoy a boat ride under the magical glowworms, marvel at the natural formations or for a NZ rafting 
adventure, get your blood pumping with The Legendary Black Water Rafting Co. 
www.waitomo.com  
1 hour drive from Hamilton CBD 
 
 
Skycity 
SKYCITY Hamilton provide a wide range of entertainment options, all under one roof. The Casino is open 24 hours 
for non-stop fun and excitement. Wrapped up in one magnificent venue, you’ll find the world’s most popular casino 
games, fantastic live entertainment and great food and bar offerings. 
www.skycityhamilton.co.nz  
In Hamilton CBD 
 
 
The Verandah 
The Verandah café offers lake front dining only 5 minutes from Hamilton’s CBD. Set on Lake Rotoroa the café has 
Hamilton’s biggest selection of cabinet food, and daily specials from the menu all freshly made on-site. Take a walk 
around the lake and reward yourself with an ice cream from the famous Lakeside Kiosk, or relax on the verandah 
with a light lunch and a nice glass of wine. 
www.theverandah.co.nz  
5 mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
 
 
Vilagrad Winery  
Vilagrad Winery is a family owned and operated winery specialising in fine wine, food and entertainment. The 
Winery houses a range of multi award winning wines that reflect the climate and soils of the region. Enjoy their 
Mediterranean cuisine amongst a unique sense of history, charm and style. Winery Tours and dining is available 
for group bookings and by prior arrangement only. 
www.vilagradwines.co.nz  
20 mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
 
 
Waitomo Adventures 
New Zealand’s leading Blackwater rafting; abseiling & caving activity operates a range of real adventures in New 
Zealand’s special underground places. Waitomo Adventures offer ‘Five Amazing Options’ to choose from, including 
TumuTumu, TOObing, Haggas Honking Holes, St Benedict’s Caverns and 4 and 7 hour Lost World Adventures. 
www.waitomo.co.nz  
1 hour drive from Hamilton CBD 
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Camjet 
Speeding up the mighty Waikato River in a V8 jet boat is going to get the heart pumping, adrenalin flowing and the 
faces smiling. This is a unique opportunity to visit the Karapiro Dam from the water, and experience the amazing 
native bush and birdlife from a different perspective. 
www.camjet.co.nz  
25 mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
 
 
Hinterland Adventures 
Fun outdoor activities including paintball, lasertag, claybird shooting, archery and more – get a team together and 
challenge each other at Hinterland. 
www.hinterland.co.nz 
15mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
 
 
Hampton Downs Motorsport Park 
Hampton Downs is a world class centre for motorsport, corporate hospitality and eventing. Based around an 
international race circuit, this facility offers a feast of visitor activities from hot laps in Ferraris to driver training 
challenges. Bookings are essential. 
www.hamptondowns.com  
50 mins drive from Hamilton 
 
 
Hamilton Gardens 
Whether you want to stop in for an hour or a day, there is something for everyone at Hamilton Gardens. Explore 
the stunning Paradise Garden Collection, visit Te Parapara - New Zealand's first traditional Maori garden, picnic 
with the family or catch one of the many exciting events staged here each year. Admission to all areas of Hamilton 
Gardens is free however guided tours for groups are available by prior arrangement. 
www.hamiltongardens.co.nz  
10 mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
 
 
Waikato River Explorer and Mystery Creek Wines Package 
For a unique view of the Waikato, get aboard the Waikato River Explorer. Enjoy a scenic cruise or charter the 
whole vessel on the beautiful Waikato River. On-board is a fully licenced bar and a range of menu options are 
available. For group bookings, enjoy lunch on board as you are transported to Mystery Creek Wines for a wine 
tasting, then get back on board for a relaxing return journey to Hamilton Gardens. 
www.waikatoexplorer.co.nz 
10 mins drive from Hamilton CBD (Departs from Hamilton Gardens Jetty) 
 
 
Good George Brewery 
Good George’s mission is to reward drinkers with better beer. With the brewery and dining hall in the former St. 
George’s church, this establishment is bursting with character. The idea of the bar is to demystify the brewing 
process – to educate and share a love of beer, and have a great time in the process! Brewery tours are available 
by prior arrangement. 
www.goodgeorge.co.nz  
2 mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
 
 
Waikato Museum 
The award-winning Waikato Museum houses 12 galleries within five levels. Showcasing arts and culture from the 
region as well as international exhibitions, the Museum presents visitors with a wide range of art genres and 
themes. 
www.waikatomuseum.org.nz  
2 mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
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Adventure Waikato 
Adventure Waikato offers a wide range of adventure activities all available on their one property. From abseiling 
and flying foxes, to swamp crossings, waterfall climbs orienteering and shooting, Adventure Waikato is an all in one 
venue for outdoor adventures. 
www.adventurewaikato.co.nz  
80 mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
 
 
Classics Museum 
Classics Museum provides a glimpse into motoring history with over 60 vehicles on display at any one time. This 
collection includes more than just cars encompassing a range of interests including an extensive collection of petrol 
memorabilia too. The Jukebox Diner onsite is a step back into the 1950’s. 
www.classicsmuseum.co.nz  
7 mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
 
 
WahineMoe 
The WahineMoe offers a variety of fun, relaxing and unique ways to enjoy the magic of Raglan harbour. With 
sunset, scenic and morning coffee cruises, as well as the option to charter the vessel, WahineMoe is a great way to 
experience Raglan on the water. 
www.raglanboatcharters.co.nz  
45 mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
 
 
Zealong 
Located just north of Hamilton is Zealong, New Zealand’s only tea plantation and the creators of the first 
commercial Oolong tea plantation outside of Asia. In 90 minutes you’ll learn the fascinating story behind Zealong, 
see how tea is made, experience a traditional tea ceremony, explore tea’s rich history and culture, enjoy high tea or 
relax over a cup of the world’s purest tea, with stunning views over the only tea plantation. 
www.zealong.com  
15mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
 
 
Waikato River Trails 
The Waikato River Trails offer a cycling experience through varied environments where around every corner is a 
new vista. The trails pass through grassed farmland, open reserves, and offer boardwalks through significant 
wetlands, as well as expansive lake and river views. 
www.waikatorivertrails.com 
 
 
Boatshed Kayaks & Café 
The Boatshed Kayaks offer the opportunity to get out paddling on the Karapiro Dam. Exploring Karapiro by kayak is 
the only way to find some of the hidden waterfalls into the lake, and a magical guided glowworm tour is also an 
option. Relax and enjoy delicious food coffee and drink at the Boatshed Cafe overlooking Lake Karapiro. 
www.theboatshed.net.nz  
35 mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
 
 
Sanctuary Mountain 
This internationally significant conservation project enables visitors to experience New Zealand’s unique native 
flora and fauna in natural, self-sustaining forest surroundings. The sanctuary caters for guided and self-guided 
walks with opportunities to see some of the many endangered species calling the mountain home. 
www.sanctuarymountain.co.nz  
50 mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
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Over the Moon 
Over the Moon’s boutique, state of the art factory in Putaruru is open to the public to experience and learn about 
the cheese making process. You can see their full variety of award winning cheeses, watch a demonstration of 
cheese being made, and of course sample it! 
www.overthemoondairy.co.nz  
55 mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
 
 
Raglan 
Raglan is a laid back, bohemian town on Waikato’s West Coast. Join the skipper and crew aboard the Wahine Moe 
for an informative and scenic Harbour Cruise. Learn to surf on the famous Raglan left-hand surf break, or take a 
horse trek with Magic Mountain. Plus much more to see and do in the region. 
http://www.hamiltonwaikato.com/places-to-go/regions/raglan  
45 mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
 
 
Te Aroha  
Nestled at the foot of its mountain namesake, the historic Spa Town, Te Aroha is famous for its natural hot soda 
water springs, gold mining and mountain hiking and biking trails. Soak in the famous hot mineral pools, explore 
some of the local artists, or get the best of the town with a tailored pamper package.  
www.talanding.co.nz 
www.adrianworsley.co.nz  
55 mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
 
 
Shopping  
If shopping is on the agenda visitors can take their pick from some of the country’s best fashion designers and 
stock up on gifts, whether from European-style Casabella Lane or a gallery selling the works of local artists and 
craftspeople. Hamilton is also home to the country’s largest shopping centre, The Base, just a 10 minute drive from 
Hamilton’s CBD. 
www.hamiltonwaikato.com/things-to-do/articles/metropolitan-vibe  
www.centreplace.co.nz  – 2 mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
www.the-base.co.nz  – 10 mins drive from Hamilton CBD 
 
 
Dining  
With Hamilton becoming known as one of the nation’s best spots for café culture and nightlife, local eateries, 
restaurants and gourmet food stores act as proud advocates for regional products and produce which can regularly 
be found gracing their menus and shelves. Enjoy award-winning cheese and wine, sample fresh produce such as 
asparagus or blueberries, browse at the numerous farmers markets, and dine at top cafes and restaurants. 
www.hamiltonwaikato.com/things-to-do/articles/food-and-wine 
 
 
Free River Walks 
Hamilton’s walking routes have been developed over many years, resulting in the growing interconnected network 
we have today. Pathways following the mighty Waikato River offer beautiful views and tranquil surrounds in the 
heart of the city. 
www.hamilton.co.nz/our-city/parks/cyclewayswalkways 
 
 
Golf 
The Hamilton and Waikato region features dozens of golf courses within close proximity of each other, many being 
well established with attractive plantings and featuring views of rolling countryside and in some cases the Waikato 
River. Wherever in the region visitors are based, they will always have several golf courses within an easy drive, 
suiting all levels of ability and highly accessible thanks to reasonable green fees. 
www.hamiltonwaikato.com/things-to-do/articles/golf  
Across the region 
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Hot Air Ballooning 
Enjoy a panoramic view over the beautiful Waikato region from a hot air balloon. Flights are at sunrise when the air 
is still and quiet. Take in the breath-taking views of mountain ranges, lakes, rivers and fields floating high above the 
region. Flights are weather dependant. 
www.kiwiballooncompany.co.nz  
Flights depart from Innes Common, 5 mins drive from CBD 
 
 
Hamilton Zoo 
Hamilton Zoo is known as ‘the zoo with personality’, should you visit you’ll see why! The zoo has the largest walk-
through aviary in New Zealand and is home to over 600 native and exotic animals. A visit also offers the chance to 
learn about the zoo’s conservation and breeding programmes. Close up encounters can be booked. 
www.hamiltonzoo.co.nz  
12 mins drive from CBD 
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